Artist resumé:  ELLEN RUTH ROSE

A champion of contemporary music in the US and abroad, violist Ellen Ruth Rose is currently a member of Empyrean Ensemble, the flagship new music ensemble in residence at UC Davis, and Earplay, the San Francisco-based contemporary ensemble, and performs regularly with other California ensembles including the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players, Left Coast Ensemble, Santa Cruz New Music Works and the Berkeley Contemporary Chamber Players. She has worked extensively throughout Europe with Frankfurt’s Ensemble Modern and the Cologne experimental ensembles Musik Fabrik and Thürmchen Ensemble and has performed as soloist with the West German Radio Chorus, Empyrean Ensemble, Earplay, Thürmchen Ensemble, the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players, Santa Cruz New Music Works, at the San Francisco Other Minds and Ojai Music festivals and at Monday Evening Concerts in Los Angeles. 

Over the past several years she has premiered numerous works by composers throughout the United States, including Linda Bouchard (4LN, for viola, percussion and electronics, 2008), Edmund Campion (Melt me with thy delicious numbers, for viola and live electronics, 2003), Robert Coburn (Fragile Horizons, for viola, video, voice and computer, 2007), Cindy Cox (Turner, for viola and piano, 2008), Aaron Einbond (Beside Oneself, for viola and live electronics, 2008), Mei-Fang Lin (Frictions, for flute and viola, 2008), John MacCallum (El Arbol de la noche triste, for viola and electronics, 2009), Pablo Ortiz (Le vrai tango argentin, for solo viola, 2001; The viola in the motorcycle boy’s life, for viola and marimba, 2009), Kurt Rohde (Double Trouble, a double viola chamber concerto, 2002) and Eric Sawyer (Gemini, for two violas, 2008).
Ellen holds degrees in viola performance from the Juilliard School and the Northwest German Music Academy in Detmold, Germany, as well as a B.A. with honors in English and American history and literature from Harvard University. Her teachers have included Heidi Castleman, Nobuko Imai, Marcus Thompson, and Karen Tuttle.   She is on the instrumental faculty at UC Davis and UC Berkeley.

